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O “The Petition of the House of Commons, which accompanied the
Remonstrance of the State of the Kingdom, when it was presented to
His Majesty at Hampton- Court, Decemb. 1st. 1641.”
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0O “The Humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the County of
Buckingham, Presented to the kings most Excellent Majestie at
Windsor the thirteenth of this instant January. 1642. In the behalfe
of Mr. Hampden Knight for the said County, and of the rest of the
members of Parliament, accused by his Majestie of Treason. With his
Majesties gratious answere thereunto. London Printed for John
Burroughes 1641”.
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true Copy of a Petition, delivered to the Right Honorable the Lord
Major, Aldermen, and Commons of the City of London, in Common-
Councell assembled, on Tuesday the 23 of June, 1646. London,
Printed by Richard Cotes, Printer to the Honorable City of London,
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0 O British Library, Thomason Tracts00 0 O B. L.0,669. f. 11(126). OO0 O0OOO0O
000o0o0o0o0ooooooooddAll well affected persons, which are desirous
to endeavour the securing of Englands peace, and their owne rights and
freedomes, are desired peaceably to repaire to Westminster on Friday morning
next, being Feb. 18. 1647 to assist in the delivering of this Petition; and to
attend the answer of the Parliament thereupon; Sr. John Maynard being
appointed to be carried up to the Lords Bar upon Saturday Feb. 19. In whose
sufferings every individuall Englishmans interest is involved, and the Lords
illegall claime to a jurisdiction over him, a Commoner in a criminall case, if
suffered, will be made a president for the ruine of every man that shall any way
oppose their prerogative, or illegall practices. A legall tryall is all that we desire,
in the ordinary Courts of Justice , by a Jury equals; for if one man may be
destroyed contrary to law, by the same rule a thousand may be destroyed also,
and then farewell Englands lawes and liberties forever’ 0 0 00 0000000
0000oo0oo0omoooozoo0d0OOOOOOOOO

0O0OB. L., 669. f. 13(89).
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O0OB. L., E. 548(16). W. Haller and G. Davies eds., The Leveller Tracts
1647-1653, 1944 repr. 1964, p.172.0 Huntington Library O 0 0 000000 00O
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0 0OD. M. Wolfe ed., Milton in the Puritan Revolution, 1941 repr. 1963, p.399.

0 McAlpin Collection of Union Theological Seminary 0 0000000000, cf
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0 O Rushworth, op.cit.,, PT -1, p.172; B. L., E. 196(30), pp.10-11.

0 O Rushworth, op.cit., PTIII-1, pp.135-6; B. L., 664. f. 4(9)
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0 190000 0A. Fletcher, The Outbreak of the English Civil War, 1981, p.92.

00 0 Whitelocke, op.cit., p.40.

0 0 A Collection of Speeches made by Sir Edward Dering Knight and Baronet, in
matter of Religion. Some formerly printed, and divers more now added: All of
them revised, For the Vindication of his name, from weake and wilfull calumnie:

And by the same Sir Edward Dering now subjected to publike View and Censure,
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the Marriners and Sea-men, Inhabitants, in and about the Ports of London, and
the River Thames.” 0 000000000 000000000000 OOOOOOOO
‘This Petition was subscribed by many thousands, and presented to the
Committee of the Honourable House of Commons at Grocers Hall, 8. Jannuary
1641’0 “To the Kings most excellent Majestie. The Petition of the Inhabitants of
the County of Buckingham, concerning Mr. Hampden, Mr. Hollis, Mr. Pym, Sir
Arthur Haslerigge, and Mr. Strowd. With his Majestie’s Answer or Message,
sent by the Lord Keeper to both Houses of Parliament, From Windsor, January
13. 1641. London, Printed for John Thomas, 164101 B. L., E. 131(21).00 000 O
0 O “To the Honourable the House of Commons in Parliament Assembled. The
humble Petition of the trained Band, and other Inhabitants of Westminster.” 0 [
0000000 %rue copy’ ‘falsecopy 000D DD D00 0O0D0DOOOOOOOOO
oo

3 0 B. Manning, The English People and the English Revolution 1640-1649, 1976,
pp.104-5, 171-2.

3 O Three Petitions. The One, Of the Inhabitants of the Towne of Colchester: The
other Two, Of the County of Essex, 20 Jan. 1642. B. L., E. 134(13).

30000000000000 cf. Fletcher, op.cit., Chapter 6.

3 [ Fletcher, op.cit., Chapter 6.

3 0 Whitelocke, op.cit., p.54.

3 0B.L.,669. f. 4(54).

3 OB. L., 669f. 4(55).

30id 0000000000000 000O00DOODOO The Petitioners
coming to the House, were called, and six of them having access, one of them was
to speake, and that was the man that delivered the Petition; and thus he
delivered himself: May we humbly crave leave of this Honourable House to
deliver a Petition, the Answere was, to bring it in, and then the Petitioners were
ordered to withdraw: and after some time spent, the Petitioners were called in
againe, and Mr. Speaker was desired in the name of the House to give the
Petitioners many thanks for the love, care, and obedience they manifested: and
their expressions were kindly accepted of and the Petitioners were wished to
continue in their obedience, and for their request, part of it was provided for, and
the other part the House did take speciall care of, and we should have full
satisfaction. To which the Speaker for the Petitioners replyed, that they gave the
Honourable House many humble and great thanks for their gracious acceptance,
and withal did humbly desire the Honourable House would take notice, that the
pressing necessities are such we lye under, as cannot admit of delays.’

3 0B. L., 669. f. 4(57).

3 [ Salvetti’s newsletter 4(14)February 1641 quoted by B. Manning ed., Politics,
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Religion and the English Civil War, 1973, p.185. Gardiner, op.cit., X, p.162.

0B. L., E. 134(17); Harleian Miscellany, 12vols., 1810, v, p.268-72.
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0 D. Gardiner ed., The Oxinden Letters 1607-1642, 1933, pp.286, 272, 285, 300.
0B.L.,669. f. 1041). OO O0O0O0OO0OOOOOOOOO OO The true copie of a
Petition presented by the Inhabitants of the Ward of Farrington within, at their
Court Ward Moot, holden the 22. of December, before the Right Worshipfull the
Alderman of the Ward, and Common-Councell then chosen for the yeare ensuing,
and there willingly approved of by the generall consent of the Inhabitants of the
same Ward then present: the same Petition was likewise presented by the
Inhabitants of Farrington without the same day, at their Court Ward Moot
holden before the Right Worshipfull the Alderman of their Ward and the
Common-Councell then chosen, and was likewise approved and assented unto,
and the like Petitions were presented in other Wards in London, and assented
unto’ 0000000000 OO40000

0B. L., 669. f. 10(37).

0OB. L., E. 316(20).

O M. A. Kishlansky, The Rise of the New Model Army, 1979, p.85.

0 Ibid., p.86.

0B. L, E. 338(7).

000o0o0ooood B L, E.339(1). “to the Right Honorable the Lords assembled
in High Court of Parliament: The Humble Remonstrance and Petition of the
Lord Major, Aldermen, and Commons of the City of London, in Common Councell
Assembled. Together with the Lordships Answers thereunto. London, Printed by
Richard Cotes, for John Bellamie. 1646.”

0 Kishlansky, op.cit., pp.87-8.

0B. L., 669. f. 10(58).

0OB.L,669. f. 10(63). 000 O0OO0O0O0OODODOOO OO ‘This petition was
subscribed by many Thousands, all of them Citizens of the best rank and quality,
Freemen and Inhabitants within the Jurisdiction of the Lord Major, and
presented by many grave and eminent Persons of worth and quality, in the
Names of themselves and all the rest of the Subscribers. Further, they did
declare the reason wherefore they did present the said Petition, because they did
perceive by divers scandalous Pamphlets, published and set forth(l1by some who
are no friends to Peace , Truth, and Government[] wherein it is declared that the
late Remonstrance and Petition presented to the Honourable Houses of
Parliament by the Lord Major, Aldermen, and Commons of the City of London ,
was not the Act of the City , but of some few of the Common -Councell. To
prevent which grosse untruth, the said Citizens did present this Petition thus
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subscribed, to shew their concurrence with, and approbation of so good a Work;
and likewise to manifest their good affections and earnest desires of a well
grounded Peace, and of a setled Government in Church and Common-wealth ;
and of using all good and lawfull meanes for the removall of those pressing
Grievances that so heavily are upon them. As also to expresse their utter dislike
to the proceedings of those who have replyed against the said Remonstrance.” 6
050000000000000000000000000 “To the Lord Mayor
and Common Councell of London”0 0 0000000000 60 23000000

OO0O0oo0oed 0080000 00000000 O “Adustification of the City
Remonstrance” 000 0000020000000000000000000O00O0O

0O O O O0V. Pearl, “London’s Counter Revolution”, in G. E. Aylmer, ed., The
Interregnum; The Quest for Settlement 1646-1660, 1972, p.36. 0O 00O 00O

p.-248.

000000000 p.264.

0OB. L., 669. f. 10(57).

0 Whitelocke, op.cit., p.208.

0 B. L., E. 339(12).

0oooooood p.26e4.

OB. L,E. 340(24). 00000000000 MOOO0OO0oODOUOOUOOOOOOO
“Unto which is annexed a usefull Dialogue, betwixt a Church-warden and a
Parishioner, Declaring the danger of the said New Petition. Serving as a
Christian Caveat to the wise-hearted, to take heed of having their feet taken in
the snare thereof. By a cordiall Wel-willer to the peace of this famous City.
Licensed and Entred according to Order.”

0000000000000 00o00oU00o0000o0O0OOoodThe Interest of
England maintained:the Honour of the Parliament Vindicated. In centaine
Observations upon a Dangerous Remonstrance lately presented to the Lord
Major. June 8, 1646, B. L., E. 340(5); A Moderate Reply to the Citie
Remonstrance presented to Parliament 26 May. Containing severall Reasons
why many well affected Citizens cannot assent thereunto. June 12, 1646, B. L.,
E. 340(20); Conscience caution’d & so set at libertie. Also a further Answer to
the City Remonstrance of the 26 May. June 20, 1646, B. L., E. 341(7); John
Price, The City -Remonstrance Remonstrated, Or an answer to Colonell John
Bellamy his Vindication thereof in justification of the Moderate Reply to the
City-Remonstrance. July 24, 1646, B. L., E. 345(18). DO O0OOO0OoOoOooOonO

0000000000000 O0A Glasse for Weak-ey'd Citizens: or a Vindication of
the Petition to the Lord Mayor and Common Councel[of 5 June] from the
Aspersions of a Seditious Pamphlet intituled A Dialogue, &c. June 19, 1646, B.
L., E. 341(5); John Bellamie, A Vindication of the Remonstrance and Petition of
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the Lord Mayor and Common Councell presented to Parliament 26 May, 1646, Or
an answer to two Libels the one intituled A Modest Reply to the City
Remonstrance, The other the Interest of England Maintained. July 6, 1646, B.
L., E. 343(2); A Vindication of the London Remonstrance presented to
Parliament, 26 May, 1646 from the Calumnies of a Pamphlet intituled A
Moderate Reply. July7, 1646, B. L., E. 343(12); Captaine Jones, Plain English; or
the Sectaries anatomized Wherein this City of London and their Remonstrance
is Vindicated. Aug. 17, 1646, B. L., E. 350(11); John Bellamie, A Justification of
the City Remonstrance or an Answer to a Book by Mr. J. P.entituled The City
Remonstrance Remonstrated. Aug. 21, 1646, B. L., E. 350(23).

600000000000000000O0O0OOOOOOOOO“Wherein their just
Demands in behalfe of themselves and the whole Kingdome, concerning their
Publike Safety, Peace and freedome, is Expressed; calling these their
Commissioners in Parliament to an Account, how they (since the beginning of
their Session, to this present) have discharged their Duties to the Universallity
of the People, their Soveraigne Lord, from whom their Power and Strength is
derived, and by whom (ad bene placitum,) it is continued.” B. L., E. 343(11); D.
M. Wolfe, ed., Leveller Manifestoes of the Puritan Revolution, 1944 repr. 1967,
pp.112-30; W. Haller ed., Tracts on liberty in the Puritan Revolution 1638-1647,
3 vols., I, 1934 repr. 1965, pp.351-370. Wolfel Haller 00 [J [0 0 McAlpin Collection
of Union Theological Seminary 00 0000000000000

6 [ Wolfe, op.cit., p.120.
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The innovative use of printed petitions in
the English Revolution.

Takuji TOMODA

“For the first time in English history the combination of cheap
printing and democratic ferment made the public ear both available
and important.” (J. Frank, The Levellers, p.60) The purpose of this
paper is to explore the important role of printed petitions.

Petitions were printed for the use of petitioners, often with
instructions about gathering signatures and about meeting to present
the signed petitions in a procession to Parliament. The processions
that took a petition to Parliament heightened popular interest in
petitions and petitioners.

All sides (Presbyterians, Independents, Levellers and Royalists)
used printed petitions for propaganda or invoking public opinion. In
the result many petitions came from associations of private persons.
They met in private houses, taverns, and sectarian congregations to
debate and sign petitions. Popular participation in petitions made a
decisive break with traditional practice. Many citizen petitioners
opposed or lobbied municipal corporations, such as London- only the
mayor, aldermanic court, and Common Council had authority to issue
petitions on behalf of the city corporation—over proposals to petition
Parliament. The practical experience with novel use of printed
petitions to appeal to public opinion led to novel ideas on the political

order, for example ‘consent’ and ‘reason’.



